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President’s Report
Hello Everyone,
Hard to believe it’s almost winter, I understand it’s been the warmest May on
record. It’s been very pleasant here in the Northern Illawarra and we’ve only
had the fire on a few times. Since our last Clipped Wings, we’ve had a tour to
the Hunter Valley, our AGM and ANZAC Day. We will have stories on the inside
about the tour and ANZAC Day events.
Our AGM, held in Penrith on 14 April 18, was interesting to say the least. We had 25 members present
and Lou Heidenreich was connected by electronic link on computer from South Australia in his role as
Secretary. Although the link was a little poor at times, Lou managed to scribe everything as it came to
the fore. We also had 5 of our members wives present which was a very good show of support.
The AGM saw some of our Committee members standing down and new members elected. Geoff
Harris, our Treasurer, and Kim Harris, our Merchandise Officer, stood down after an intense two-year
period. Geoff and Kim both hold full time employment and the added responsibilities of Committee
positions placed an added load on their time. I must thank Geoff and Kim for their dedication and effort
they put into the association over that period. Ned Miller also stood down as Secretary due to his wife,
Claire, having medical issues. Ned has decided to remain as our Public Officer. Thank you, Ned, for your
advice and guidance. When Ned stood down, our Assistant Secretary, Lou Heidenreich, stepped back
to take over the Sec’s role as he has done previously. The Committee welcomes Dick Filewood as our
new Secretary and Rob Ward as our new Treasurer. We also had one of our longstanding State Reps
call it quits. Graham Papworth, the Vic/Tas State Rep for many years has stood down. Thank you,
Graham, for your time and effort. Brian Hill is our new Vic/Tas State Rep and Bruce Paterson has
stepped up to the State Reps position for the ACT. Congratulations to our new Committee members
and State Reps and Lou can go back to his Assistant Sec’s role.

JUNE 2018

The Clipped Wings
Moving forward is a big thing and most humans do not like change. However, if we do not change our
paradigm, nothing will change. In the past few years, we have hosted an International Reunion, two
Myola Balls, bus trips. We have purchased new computers and office equipment and we have raised
enough money to enable us to take a widow to the next International Reunion in the UK. This was all
to the efforts of volunteers.
Without volunteers, we could not achieve the outcomes we work towards. In the last calendar year,
2017, volunteer hours in NSW were in excess of 1000 hours, of which 350 hours were put in by nonmembers of the association. Let that sink in for a moment; 350 volunteer hours, basically one third of
the hours, provided by spouses, partners, family members and friends of the association. People who
in most cases do not receive recognition for their time and money other a verbal “Thank You” or a can
of soft drink and a snag sandwich. Those people who have volunteered their time and money, on behalf
of the association, “I Thank You Very Much”.
4 August this year will see our 3rd Myola Ball; again, to be held at Penrith Panthers with music supplied
by Army Band, Sydney. Bookings will be available on line in the next few weeks. Those of you who travel
from interstate, there is accommodation available at Panthers and plenty of things to do. The last two
balls were great fun and this year, the price of the tickets is to be reduced, because our fundraising
activities are again subsidizing the event.
Immediately after the ball, we are off to Scotland, Ireland and the UK with the Tour and Reunion. 24
Australians will be on the tour and 18 will be attending the reunion. This does not take into
consideration 8 Kiwis and 5 attending from the US.
We had the passing of one of the most well-known characters of the Air Dispatch Community. Capt.
Richard (Ozzie) Osborne BEM passed away on 23 April 18 after a long battle with cancer. There is more
about Ozzie inside this edition.
Finally, the Committee is there to manage the association for its members. If there is anything you
would like to see happen within the association or any activities or events you would like to see, within
reason, contact one of the Committee members or your State Rep. Let us know what you want.
Until next time
Take Care
Nicko
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Treasurer’s Report
I have taken on the role of Treasurer, after stepping up to the plate and getting voted in at the last AGM. I am
looking forward to working with the rest of the Management Committee over the next year, and beyond if I
remain elected. It is a great privilege to be able to contribute to this wonderful Association that we belong to.
Already, I have noticed that memberships are starting to increase. Communication will be going out to past
members that haven’t renewed in the hope that all that they need is a gentle reminder. We have been on the
lookout for a “Membership Officer” and, although it hasn’t been confirmed, we may have received a volunteer.
More of that will follow in the coming weeks.
Below is a breakdown of the bank accounts that we have, and the income and expenditure that has taken
place over the last 3 months. I am going to present a report like this in each edition of the “Clipped Wings”. If
there is something that you would like me to explain, please send an email to treasurer@adaa.net.au.
Cheers
Rob Ward

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
ADMINISTRATION
Bank Opening Balance as at 1 Jan 18
Membership Fees
Donations
Interest
Total Income
Payment ATO - previous GST
Office Supplies
Internet & Website
Donations - Vietnam Veterans for public liability insurance
Insurance with ProInsure for management liability and
volunteer workers
GST Paid
Total Expenditure
Bank Closing Balance as at 31 Mar 18

14,773.75
100.00
5.00
3.32
108.32
-75.00
-144.33
-100.00
-500.00
-1,120.00
-136.43
-2,075.76
12,806.31

MERCHANDISE
Bank Opening Balance as at 1 Jan 18
Merchandise
Interest
Postage Recovered
GST Collected
Total Income
Merchandise Purchases
Postage
GST Paid
Total Expenditure
Bank Closing Balance as at 31 Mar 18
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1,912.87
324.38
0.50
32.73
35.69
393.30
0.00
-198.05
-19.80
-217.85
2,088.32
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FUNDRAISING
Bank Opening Balance as at 1 Jan 18
BBQ
Donations
Functions & Trips
Interest
Total Income
Supplies & Materials - BBQ
Functions & Trips
Reunion - members
Reunion - widow
Bank Charges
Miscellaneous
GST Paid
Total Expenditure
Bank Closing Balance as at 31 Mar 18

21,368.03
2,743.20
0.00
0.00
19.48
2,762.68
-909.83
-141.82
-1,165.03
-6,393.07
-34.95
-41.81
-56.45
-8,742.96
15,387.75

GRANTS
Bank Opening Balance as at 1 Jan 18
Interest
Total Income
Bus trip
Total Expenditure
Bank Closing Balance as at 31 Mar 18
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2,511.19
0.62
0.62
-2,100.00
-2,100.00
411.81
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Auditor’s Report
I have audited the attached Financial Statements that have been prepared from the Association’s records to
reflect the financial position of the Air Dispatch Association of Australia Inc. (the Association) as at 31st
December 2017.
The Association through its Management Committee is responsible for the record keeping, preparation and
presentation of the financial report and the information contained therein. The Committee is responsible for
ensuring that the preparation of the report has been done in accordance with generally accepted accounting
practice in Australia and that it is free from material misstatement whether due to fraud or error.
The Financial Report has been prepared for distribution to members for the purpose of fulfilling the
Committee of Management’s financial reporting requirements. I disclaim any assumption of responsibility
for any reliance on this report or on the financial report to which it relates to any person other than the
members or for any purpose other than for which it was prepared.
Following completion of the Audit I make the following comments:
In my opinion, except for matters that may be described in General Comments, the financial report of the
Association is in accordance with Division 60 of the Australian Charities and Not for Profits Commission Act
2012 (Cth), including:
giving a true and fair view of the financial position of the entity as at 31st December 2017 and their
performance for the year ended on that date; and
complying with the Australian Accounting Standards and Division 60 of the Australian Charities and Not for
Profits Commission Act 2012(Cth).

AUDITORS REPORT ON OTHER LEGAL AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS
I also report that:
the financial statements show a true and fair view of the financial result of fundraising appeals for the year
ended 31st December 2017, as required by the Charitable Fundraising Act 1991;
the accounting and associated records of the Association have been kept in accordance with the Charitable
Fundraising Act 1991 (NSW) and the Regulations, for the year ended 31st December 2017;
money received as a result of fundraising appeals conducted during the year have been properly accounted
for and applied in accordance with the Charitable Fundraising Act 1991(NSW) and the Regulations; and
as at the date of this report, there are reasonable grounds to believe that the Association will be able to pay
its debts as and when they fall due.
GENERAL COMMENTS
The Association was incorporated under the Associations Incorporation Act 2009 (NSW) on 6th December
2012; INC1200406. It also holds a Charitable Fundraising Authority CFN/23996 which expires on 6th October
2022. The Association is also registered as a Charity under the Australian Charities and Not for Profits
Commission Act 2012 (Cth).
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The Management Committee must ensure that annual returns to NSW Fair Trading continue to be lodged in
accordance with requirements. Annual updating of information with the Australian Charities and Not for
Profits Commission must also be maintained. The Association is classified as a Small Charity.
The Management Committee must ensure that all insurance is in place for the protection of the Association
and its members from possible claims. Through the affiliation with the VVPPA, Public Liability cover through
CGU expires on 7th July 2018. A current Certificate of Currency with the Association noted on the policy is
held. Management Liability and Voluntary Workers insurance is also held, expiring on 26/9/2019.
Receipts must continue to be issued in all instances when cash/cheques are received. Banking summaries
confirming the amount banked and correct allocation of receipts must be maintained.
Committee Meeting Minutes must continue to be retained on record, with the approved Treasurers Report
attached ratifying Receipts and Payments for the period.
The current Constitution and Objects of the Association must be read, and responsibilities understood by all
Members of the Management Committee. Copies should be distributed, and all Committee Members should
formerly acknowledge that they have read and understood the document.
The stocktake has revealed an increase in stock held. The Management Committee must ensure that proper
stock controls and management procedures are implemented. It is noted that obsolete stock was written off
during the year.
When claiming GST, tax invoices must be held on file by the Treasurer as documentary evidence of the claim.
All tax invoices must be forwarded to the Treasurer.
The Financial Report represents fairly, subject to the above, the receipts and payments of the Association for
the Year Ended 31st December 2017.

W H Hardman OAM
FIPA FFA Dip Law (LPAB) MAICD MICM JP
Hon Auditor
16th March 2018
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Income and Expenditure Statement for the Year Ended 31st December 2017
31-12-16

INCOME

31-12-17

$1,825
$4,346
$19,873
$4,755
$26,290
$18
$4,316
$24,883
$1,896

Subscriptions
Sponsorship/Donations
DVA Grant
Functions & Trips
BBQ
Interest
GST Refunds
Reunion Contributions
Fundraising
Merchandise Sales
Opening Stock
Stock Value Adjustment
Purchases
Closing Stock
COGS

$3,110
$77
$60
$3,688
$22,842
$324
$0
$7,266
$20

$304

$6,621
$5,084
$625
$6,855
$6,247
$6,317

$88,506
$119
$2,007
$10,886
$51,168
$254
$1,120
$1,162
$391
$200
$1,951
$12,021
$850

$37,465
LESS EXPENDITURE
PayPal/Bank Fees
Administration Expenses
BBQ Expenses
Reunion Expenses
Awards & Plaques
Insurance
Fundraising Expenses
Travel/Accom. Expenses
Welfare
Internet/Web Costs
Functions/Trips
Sponsorship/Donations

$82,129
$6,377
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$2,503
$6,247
($163)
$3,765
$7,424
$2,425 $78

$9
$1,043
$7,527
$10,856
$398
$1,120
$2,192
$554
$0
$830
$4,447
$700
$29,676

Surplus/Deficiency for the Year

$7,789

The Clipped Wings
Auditor’s Report Cont.
Balance Sheet as at 31st December 2017
31-12-16

ACCUMULATED FUNDS

31-12-17

$33,886
$6,377

Opening Balance
Add Surplus/Deficiency for Year

$40,263
$7,789

$40,263

Closing Balance

$48,052

REPRESENTED BY

$14,127
$836
$6,629
$8,108
$0
$6,247
$4,316

Assets
Cash at Bank
Admin A/C
Merchandise A/C
Grants A/C
Fund Raising A/C
Reunion A/C
Stock on Hand
GST Refunds Due

$40,263
$0
$0

$14,774
$1,913
$2,511
$21,368
$0
$7,424
$62
$48,052

Liabilities
Less Creditors
GST Payments Due

$0
$0

$0

$0

$40,263

$48,052
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Fund Raising Report
Sausage Sizzles
Listed below are the fund-raising activities planned for the remainder of 2018. If you can, please
contact the arranger, to notify them that you are coming along. Everyone is welcome to pick up a
pair of tongs and to help sell a few snags, you won’t be disappointed.
• Tuesday, 5 June
Bunnings Wollongong – arranged by Nick and Joyce
• Sunday, 10 June
Bunnings Valley Heights – arranged by Nick and Joyce
• Tuesday, 3 July
Bunnings Wollongong – arranged by Nick and Joyce
• Sunday, 8 July
Bunnings Valley Heights – arranged by Fozzie
We need volunteers to set up & run both August dates. Please advise Nico and Fozzie of
availability.
• Tuesday, 7 August
Bunnings Wollongong – To Be Advised
• Sunday, 12 August
Bunnings Valley Heights – To Be Advised
• Tuesday, 3 September
Bunnings Wollongong – Not Going Ahead
• Sunday, 9 September
Bunnings Valley Heights – arranged by Fozzie
• Tuesday, 2 October
Bunnings Wollongong – arranged by Nick and Joyce
• Sunday, 14 October
Bunnings Valley Heights – arranged by Fozzie
• Tuesday, 6 November
Bunnings Wollongong – arranged by Nick and Joyce
• Sunday, 11 November
Bunnings Valley Heights – arranged by Fozzie
• Tuesday, 4 December
Bunnings Wollongong – arranged by Nick and Joyce
• Sunday, 9 December
Bunnings Valley Heights – arranged by Fozzie
It would be great to have another couple of weekend fund-raisers as these bring us the best return,
with more volunteers able to assist. If you wish to organise an event in your area, please let us know
and we will assist as much as possible.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA
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Cockatoo Rise War Veterans Retreat inc.

(www.cockatooriseretreat.com.au )

MEMBERSHIP 2018
Hi everybody, we would like you to support us by being a member of Cockatoo Rise Retreat. We get no
other funding, so the support and interest we get from my fellow veterans and friends is crucial in helping
us, to continue providing this valuable facility for those who have served.
You may be able to pass this onto any friends or other veterans that could be interested in helping us.
E-mail: cockatoorise@wideband.net.au
Yearly $10.00 per person
10 years $50.00 per person
Life time membership $100.00 per person
Groups or organisations $250.00 Life time
Monies can be put directly into the retreat account,
BENDIGO BANK, BSB 633000 AC NO 158053827
NAME COCKATOO RISE WAR VETERANS
OR BY CHEQUE TO COCKATOO RISE RETREAT
PO BOX 1775, BAIRNSDALE 3875, TEL 0409418332

New members can return this form with payment and details,
Name …............................................ Tel no …..................................................................................
Address …..........................................................................................................................................
Service details ….................................................................................................................................
e-mail address …..................................................................................................................................
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Anzac Day 2018
Earlier this year, in March, we were contacted by the NSW RSL and asked if we would like to lay a wreath at
the Cenotaph in Martin Place in Sydney on ANZAC Eve. To my knowledge, the ADAA has never been granted
this honour before, so we went about organising a wreath and placed one of our sashes on the face of it.
The arrangements were made and after delivering the sash to
the florist, we sat back waiting for ANZAC Eve, wondering
what the final design outcome would be. It was explained that
the wreaths would be delivered to the Weston Hotel and they
could be picked up from the concierge.
The florist, true to her word sent through a photo of the
finished article and in my opinion, it looked fantastic. The
words “With condolences of the ADAA” were pinned under so
we only had the brevet and para wings and our motto
showing. I thought it was quite tasteful and looked forward to
picking it up and placing it on the Cenotaph.
As I was due to lay the wreath at 1700hr, Joyce and I made our way down to Martin Place to pick up the wreath
in plenty of time. I went into the Weston Hotel, in Pitt Street and asked for our wreath. The look on the face
of the concierge was blank. “We have no wreaths here”. “What” I replied” I’m supposed to lay a wreath in 20
minutes in Martin Place. Where are they?”
The blank look on this blokes face said it all. I rang the florist who
happily told me they would be there for me at 1800 hr, ready for
tomorrow morning. 20 minutes to 5 where am I going to get a wreath
now?
Thank goodness for small mercies. On the corner of Martin Place and
Pitt Street was a demountable stall, a Florist! “Mate, have you got any
wreaths”? I asked.
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He had one remaining, but it had to be made up. We chose the flower colours of Red, White and Blue and
hoped for the best.
We were not disappointed
I had made arrangements to catch up with Bill Alexander from the
UK ADA and Peter Cassar ex 177 Air Dispatch for this event, and it
was good to have back up in this case. We discussed the laying of
the wreath and as the old GPO clock struck 1700 hr, we did the job.
The next morning at the Dawn Service, Joyce and I made our way
back to the Weston Hotel and Martin Place, hoping we could lay the
wreath then. After the dignitaries had finished and the area was open
to the public, I made my way to the Cenotaph and met the Custodian
of the Cenotaph and explained, this was the wreath I was to have laid
last night. He smiled and turned and removed and repositioned one of the dignitaries’ wreaths then took ours
and placed it below the feet of the Soldier on the Eastern end of the Cenotaph.
I personally think the place he chose was more than adequate.

LEST WE FORGET
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Hunter Valley Trip
As everybody in the association should be aware by now, over the past few years, the committee has been
receiving grants from DVA for bus trips organised by the association in an effort to get people more involved
with different events. So far, we have had two trips to Canberra and the Australian War Memorial, a train trip
to Melbourne, Transport for the 2016 Reunion and the Myola Ball. Our first trip this year was organised by
Grant Foster and Joyce Nicolai and we went to the Hunter Valley for the day.
We had 18 from the association who wanted to go on the trip and we decided it would be a good opportunity
to let other veterans join our group for the day, so Ron Blakely put the word out to St Marys RSL and Blacktown
TPI’s. This boosted our numbers and we ended up with about 30 veterans, wives, partners and family.
We` gathered at Panthers Leagues Club ready to roll at 0600. The bus was late due to road works on the M4
and finally turned up about 0620. We loaded and got underway. The trip up was uneventful with a stop at the
service centre on the Pacific Motorway, then on to the Infantry Centre. We passed the old Dochra Airstrip and
came into the complex from the range side of the Centre. The area has changed so much. Just outside the
gates to the Infantry Centre is a new two-story purpose-built museum. A lot different to the old weather-board
building they had at my last visit to Singleton.
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The museum organised the Duty Officer as our guide, opening up the Bushmaster for those who are not
claustrophobic to have a seat and look inside. The display inside covered Australian Infantry soldiers from
the colonial past with units such as the Royal New South Wales Regiment, in the Sudan to modern day
operations in Afghanistan. Some of the displays were very impressive, particularly one that every Air
Dispatcher present had fond memories flooding back. An H model Iroquois was suspended from the ceiling
and we all took the opportunity to get a photo short with us all in place. Unfortunately, it wasn’t high
enough to do a hook up and we weren’t allowed to climb on board. Bugger.

The weapons display was very interesting showing weaponry from the very beginnings of the colony, through
the wars and up to the modern day. Many of us also wandered around the Corps Shop and had a brew in the
café. An impressive display for our small army
We left the museum about 1130 and headed for Singleton RSL for lunch. We arranged it with the restaurant
staff to have our meals ready when we arrived and for the cost of $12.00 per person, the meal was quite
reasonable. There was one memorable incident that occurred at the dining table, where one of our members
managed to wear their food because of an animated arm swing, purely accidental, but it was an interesting
talking point.
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Some of our lunch guests at Singleton RSL

From right to left, Joyce (green shirt), Pete Cohen, Roz
Towers, Rusty Towers and Grant Foster

Andy Cornish being served his wayward lunch from his daughter
Hannah. Angie Cornish to the right and Ron Blakely to the left.

After our meal, it was off to the Hunter Distillery. This proved
very popular with our tribe and the tasting was even better
because the manager waived the tasting fee. We were served
our vodka and liqueurs in small test tubes, just enough to whet
the appetite and flavour the palette.

Left to right, Rusty, Roz, Pete Cohen, Ron Blakely and
Karen Austin.
I think a couple of our party could have settled in for
the afternoon especially if the servings had of been
a bit larger. The manager did well by not charging us
admission because he seem to do alright with the
counter sales afterward.
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From there, it was off to McGuigans winery and the Cheese Factory at Pokolbin. The tasting here was more
regimented, and people sat around a bar tasting some of the best wines produced in the Hunter Region.

Vince and Gerda Head with Christine and Grant Foster in the
background and two St Marys RSL guests

From there, it was homeward bound. The bottles of vodka
and wine rattled as we made our way home and our precious cargo was removed from the bus and
transferred to individual vehicles without any incidents.
The cost for entry into the Infantry Museum and McGuigans was borne by the association. The only thing our
members had to pay for was their lunch. So, all in all, the cost of a day trip to the Hunter Valley and some
attractions cost everybody the grand total of $12.00. Not a bad Saturdays outing.

The association is happy to organise transport and trips in your area so give us some idea of what you would
be interested in and we’ll see what can be arranged.
Cheers
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Presentations 11 May 2018
During May, the association had three presentations to do all on the same day. With two at RAAF
Richmond and one at 1RTB, Kapooka. Our affiliation with 1 RTB is linked through 22 Platoon where
a representative of the ADAA presents the award for the Most Improved Soldier of the course. This
year, it was a young female soldier who was posted to RAInf.
These notes were supplied by her Platoon Commander
8638189 PTE(R) MAGILTON, Cody Lee – RAINF – female (Gap Year)
a. Hometown: Warrnambool, Victoria
b. Struggled with weapons early in the training and even considered discharging. She had
the moral courage to stick it out and ended up achieving the required standard in all her
training. She is well liked by her peers – who came to a consensus that she should get
Most Improved soldier.
c. RAINF was her second choice (RACT or RAAOC were her first)
d. She has a good will to win and a positive attitude – she doesn’t give up and completes
task without complaint regardless of the task itself or her fatigue levels
Because we had two presentations on the same day, we tried to get Brian Hill or Max Grimshaw to
do the presentation, but both had
prior arrangements they could not
avoid. So, we contacted Mick
Fowler, who lives in Albury and he
was happy to assist. Mick did the
presentation at the Edmondson
Club with the new soldiers from 21
and 22 Platoons present
The photo at right shows Mick
Fowler addressing those present in
the Edmondson Club.
On behalf of the association, Thanks
Mick for stepping up to the plate at
short notice.
The same day, there were two trade presentations made at AMTDU, RAAF Richmond. Our member
who normally does these presentations, Denis McCann, had a death in the family and was unable to
attend, so we managed to get the President off his lazy butt to do the presentations.
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The trade courses were IET and Crew Commanders with a mixture of both Ares and Regular Army
soldiers. Our two Students of Merit were;
Crew Commander – 8607390 PTE Holly CASSIN (ARA)
IET – 8614545 PTE James EVANS (ARES)
Both soldiers were presented with 2016 Airdrop Centenary Coins for their efforts and we wish them
all the best in their military careers
Walking back into the AMTDU hangar was as if it was yesterday but things had certainly changed on
the inside with new classrooms and combined Training Flights and Projects. During my visit, I ran
into an old Air Dispatcher named Peter Lonergan. Pete had been with the Squadron and AMTDU
back in the 80’s and 90’s, but Pete had succumbed to the “Dark Side of the Force” and joined the
RAAF. He was now a FSGT in the medical section.
I find it an honour to do these presentations to younger soldiers just starting their careers. The next
presentations at AMTDU are not expected till November where hopefully we will have a few more
photos.
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The Chinook Story 2018
This particular aircraft served in Vietnam during the 1960’s, was brought back to Australia and
restored to excellent condition by the volunteers at the
museum. The name “Chinook” derives from the Native
American people who lived in the districts of the US State of
Washington on the North West Pacific coast.
Barry Gannon (left) and Gary Cole (two “old” AD’ers) checking out a
chinook at the Australian Army Flying Museum at Oakey in
Queensland

It is known as the CH47 built by Boeing Vertol, later known as
Boeing Rotorcraft Systems and its recorded first flight was on
21 September 1961 and was introduced into service in 1962.
The cost per unit for the latest CH47F is in the vicinity of US$38.55 million.
From an Air Dispatch point of view, these choppers were used extensively to move personnel,
stores and ammunition including extensive use with sling loads of artillery weapons and
ammunition around the various outposts. They were the heavy backup for the famous Iroquois
(Huey) that was famous for its troop moving efforts and covering duties during exercises. Nearly
750 Chinooks were deployed to Vietnam of which about 200 were lost through action or
operational accident in Vietnam. Normal armament was 2 single 7.62 machine guns mounted in
side doors. One Chinook during the Falklands conflict is known to have lifted 81 troops on one
occasion. Maximum load at high mountain-top level was reduced to about 3200 Kgs (7,000lbs) and
an additional amount of 450 Kgs (1,000 lbs) could be added at sea-level.
Its most cost-effective use was the recovery of downed aircraft.
The picture below shows the ideal employment for the Chinook
where there is no other means of getting equipment to the
troops on the ground.

(Left) October 1978
A CH47 lifts a Caribou after it
had crashed on take-off in
Papua New Guinea.
(Right) Troops unload from a
CH-47 in the Cay Giep
Mountains, Vietnam, 1967.
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Initial design started in 1957 after the US Army decided in 1956 to replace its old piston-engined
Piasecki and Sikorsky choppers with new gas-turbine powered machines. It is one of the fastest
helicopters flying still at approximately 170 knots or 315 Km per hour. The earlier models of the
CH-47 was powered by two Lycoming T55 turboshaft engines, mounted on each side of the
helicopter's rear pylon and connected to the rotors by drive shafts. Initial models were fitted with
engines rated at 2,200 horsepower each. However, the latest mainstream generation is the CH-47F,
which features several major upgrades to reduce maintenance, digitized flight controls, and is
powered by two 4,733-horsepower Honeywell engines. (That is some improvement.) In the event
that one engine fails, the other is capable of driving both rotors. It is famous for stability during
hovering operation when loads are released, or troops are dropped.
Along with the C130 Hercules, it is one of a few to remain in production and frontline service for
over 50 years.
On the civil side it has often been used for passenger and cargo transport along with fire-fighting,
logging, construction and in the oil industry.
It started its significant military service in Vietnam then followed on through Iran, Libya, The
Falklands, Afghanistan and Iraq where they are still in service. They are still giving significant service
outside the Defence forces of a number of countries.
The museum is located 25 minutes from Toowoomba near the Queensland town of Oakey Open
Wednesday to Saturday 10 am to 3 pm. Closed Sunday, Monday and Tuesday also Good Friday and
25th December, 2018 to 4 January 2019.
Submitted to Clipped Wings by Denis McCann
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A notice of intent (or expressions of interest) for the following;
•

Arrive Penrith early PM Saturday 4th August. Drinks at RSL

•

Attend ball, evening Saturday 4th August. Venue - Penrith Panthers League Club

•

Breakfast 9:30am Sunday 5th August. Venue - TBA

•

Attend Panthers home game PM Sunday 5th August

•

Dinner evening Sunday 5th August. Venue – TBA

•

Depart Penrith AM Monday 6th August

This is my intended itinerary for the weekend of the annual ball. I invite any other association members to
participate in some, or all of the activities detailed.
Look forward to seeing you there.

Regards Geoff Cutts
Committee Member ADAA
Tel +61 418 384 807

O’Donoghues Get Together & Dinner
A casual evening get together for ADAA members, partners and friends is being organised for this
November.
•
•
•

Venue:
Date:
Time:

O’Donoghues Irish Pub - 99 Great Western Highway, Emu Plains.
Saturday 3rd November.
1830hr for 1900hr start.

Remember to put this event in your diary, good food, drinks, and a catch up, with your mates.
We will have reminders in the next Clipped Wings and on the website.
Cheers Fozzie
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RICHARD (OSSIE) OSBORNE B.E.M
Richard Osborne was born on the 28th of August, 1946, to Frank
and Lotte. He was brought up in Clovelly, attending school in the
Bondi area. Living so close to the beach, he was an avid swimmer
and spearfisherman, spending most of his time around Coogee
and Clovelly.
Ossie was always the lad, pushing the envelope and living close
to the edge. At the age of 14, he enlisted in the Citizens Military
Forces (CMF). Ossie, again being the lad, had lied about his age
up. This was not discovered by the Regular Army until he enlisted
in 1966. Again, he managed to avoid paying the wages back
which he had acquired whilst being under age.

Photo supplied by Carol Osborne

“Ossie joined the CMF in 1961 a few weeks before I did. His army number was 225595- . He somehow managed
to keep his CMF number when he joined the ARA. Not sure of the last number but it is only a few before mine
which is 2255958. He was allocated to 39 AD PL and I was allocated to 38 Sup Coy.
We met up a few years later at 177 AD Sqn where he was the ARA Trg WO and I was posted in as Admin Officer.
He was also my Ops WO when I was Sqn Ops Officer.”
A real character and all round good guy.
Regards Bob Flint

During this time, he met a young lady at the
Coogee Bay Hotel and given false information
during a whiskey drinking competition and had
no memory of their first meeting. Carol and Ossie
were engaged in 1967 and married in 1968. I
must ad, Ozzie went through a pretty intense
6week training course with a Catholic priest, so
he could get approval to marry Carol.

Photo supplied by Alan Pragnel
Six days into their honeymoon, Ossie was called back and told to report to Canungra for jungle training in
preparation for deployment to Vietnam. He was deployed in December 1968 and returned to Australia in
October 1969 where he was posted to Walgrove and promoted to Corporal.
“Sad to hear of the passing of my old mate from 176 back in 68/69 had some great times back then my
condolences to all Ossie’s family R I P Mate” – Praggy.
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Promoted to Sergeant in 1971, it was less than five years from joining the Regular Army to getting three hooks,
a pretty big effort on his behalf. Shelley was born in 1972 and not long after her birth, Ossie was on the move
again. This time to New Guinea.
He was posted to Wewak to run an air head in support of Australian and PNGDF forces who were working in
the border areas. Carol and Shelley joined Os in Wewak and it was during this time Ossie bonded firmly with
the RAAF Caribou crews and “No Sweat Airlines” came into being.
Wayne West wrote. “I always enjoyed working with Ossie, especially being entertained on overnighters in
Wewak in the early days when he and Carol introduced me to their neighbour’s beer can eating dog. We worked
together at AMTDU again in the late 70’s. Condolences to Carol, Shelley and Scott”
Daryl Millar also wrote. “I believe when we worked with him out of Wewak was when “No Sweat Airlines” were
formed. I also worked with him at AMTDU where we were partners in crime on many occasions. RIP Os”
During Ossie’s posting to PNG, his CO, Lt Col Mike Jefferies, later Governor of NSW, recommended Os for a
British Empire Medal. However, another major event took place during this time. His son Scott was born in
1975. On return to Australia in 1976, Ossie was presented his BEM by Sir Roden Cutler VC at Government
house in Sydney.
Ossie’s military career was firmly set in Air
Dispatch and he did the usual 176, 177 and
AMTDU postings and during that time he was
subsequently promoted to WO2 and WO1. He
was commissioned to the rank of Captain in 1989.
After serving a total of 28 years in both CMF and
Regular Army service, Os decided it was time to
move on. He worked with Brambles for some
time then retired completely in 1996.
Ossie with his commission at AMTDU. Maj Brian
Hill left and Maj Paul Rogers right
Ossie made countless friends and was admired by
many. He will be missed greatly. Below are two messages from two of his ex-army mates
Zeek Zaffino wrote. “I am not alone when I say you will be missed mate. It was an honour to know you and your
unique take on life over the past 50 years. Goodbye my friend”
John Whittaker wrote. “Farewell Os – you are now in a green pasture and without pain. May you Rest in Peace
my friend of 51 years. Our basic course in 67 – SVN 68-9 and through our lives. Par Oneri De Caelo.”
With the final words going to Ossie’s son, Scott. “In closing, I’m sure everyone here would agree that dad led
a rich full life, mostly larger than life and will be sorely missed by all.
I would like to invite everyone here to raise their glass, to great soldier, great bloke, the unofficial Mayor of
Valley Heights and even better dad and grandpa.”
“Stand Down Ossie, Your Duty is Done”
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John Alexander Liston
Born in June 6, 1937, John Liston lived his younger years in New South Wales and New Zealand before his
father and mother, took jobs in Tasmania on a hundred-acre property on the western side of Hellyer Gorge,
at Parrawe.
When JL was a young lad, the family moved to Smithton on the North West Coast and JL would take his first
paid job at the mill aged 16, working night shift.
That same year, 1953, he joined the Citizens Military Forces (forerunner of the Army Reserve) through 44
Transport Company out of Devonport and Volunteered National Service in 1954. During his early years, he met
a young lady named Beverley Sherston and they were married at Stanley in October, 1960.
Tasmania historically is not a place that has an abundance of jobs and many people move to the mainland and
also join the defence forces. JL joined the Regular Army in December 1961 but did not take up that service
until February ’62.
“I elected to join the regular army for three years and when I arrived in Hobart, the sign-on-the-dotted-line had
six years”. JL agreed to the extension.
“I was married then two years and had two children. As a matter of fact, my second daughter was born some
four days before I even knew about it.”
After Kapooka, he was off to Puckapunyal for Basic Driver and Basic Air Dispatch Courses then posted to 40 Air
Dispatch Platoon (40 AD Pl) in Randwick.
Photo Right. Michigan Forklift Course 1965
Left to right Barry Gannon, unknown, Allan Draper, Bob
Hutton, Don Ward, Wings Ingle, WO2 Maddocks
(Instructor), John Liston.
Photo courtesy of Tony Dowd
JL was a high flyer because he was then posted to Singapore and promoted to Substantive Corporal in 1963.
Between 63 -66, he completed all Subjects for Sergeant and numerous trade course. He was promoted to
Sergeant in 1966 and went to Vietnam in April of that year working with US Forces between the DMZ to the
Delta and into Cambodia and Laos
He returned to Australia and was posted to 40 AD Pl, which had now relocated to Wallgrove, in 1967. From
there he had postings to Logistics Command, Melbourne and Townsville. He returned to the Air Dispatch trade
as Regimental Sergeant Major, 1 Air Transport Support Regiment in 1979 and in 1981, he was posted to Air
Movements Training and Development Unit, where he was commissioned with the rank of Captain.
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After JL retired from the Army, he moved to Queensland he and Bev travelled extensively in their old Toyota
Troopie. His old mate, Tony Dowd wrote
“Another fond memory I have and treasure, in April 2009 (I think) I decided to drive to Anakie to surprise JL &
to be there for ANZAC day. I arrived the day before mid-afternoon found the area he and Charlie were living
and knocked on the door. The look and JL & Charlies faces was a sight I never forgot. That ANZAC Day was very
special & and always will be. As JL was Parade Commander for the March he asked me to carry the flag at the
head of the march, which I agreed to and was very proud to do so.”
Although he took on several ventures during this time, the thing he shall always be remembered for was when
he started the Air Dispatch Association in 1992. JL and Bev took the Association through its infancy, even hand
writing the newsletters and slowly, he started bringing Air Dispatchers back together. The Association would
not exist if not for the work put in by that pair.
As with all organisations, there was a changing of the guard and JL left the ADAA and opted to remain distant
from the Association for some time. During this time, Bev’s health began to deteriorate, and sadly, she passed
away in October 2013. This was a severe blow to JL and eventually his health also started to wane.
He moved to Daly Waters, in the NT, where his daughter Jeanette and husband Kevin were living but his health
was in decline. John Whittaker wrote this of JL
“We were camped at Daly River Pub and went up for dinner and who should be there sitting at the entrance,
the “Lord and Master”, himself. He was the Welcome Committee as he was living there in town. I went over
and said “Excuse me, get on your feet when I enter an establishment! You slack arsed bastard of a soldier”. He
looked at me, stood up and said “Sir, I’m of royal stock not some soldier from the bush, and I’ll have a Bundy
and dry”. We both laughed and gave each other a man’s hug and he said
“Whittaker ya fox”. The night continued with much merriment and
laughter”. Sweet memories of a true larrikin and a top bloke.
The family moved to Howard in the Hervey Bay area last year. In his last
months, John spent a great deal of time in hospital and palliative care
but he still managed to escape down the RSL for a beer or two.
In 2017, John Liston re-applied to join the Air Dispatch Assn and was
accepted. He was welcomed back into the organisation which he had
founded.
John and Bev had four children in Gregory, Jeanette, Carolyn and
Robert.
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A Message from the ADAA Patron, Brig Mick Ashleigh
Dear Members,
As Patron of the ADAA, and a still serving regular officer I think it is important to acknowledge John’s
significant contribution not just to the Association, but in the service of his nation.
John’s service in Army commenced in 1953 and included Reserve, National, and Regular Army service.
Notably he commenced Regular Army service in 1962, completed his Basic Driver and Air Dispatch courses
and took his first posting into the Air Dispatch world at 40 AD Pl at Randwick. In 1966 he was posted to South
Vietnam with the 176 AD Det where he completed 110 operational sorties during his deployment. In 1979 he
was posted to 1 ATSR as the Regimental Sergeant Major, in many respects the pinnacle for an Air Dispatcher.
He completed his service in the projects cell at AMTDU. In all respects John’s service needs to be
acknowledged, highly respected he had a significant impact on many Air Dispatchers and soldiers more
broadly.
Following his service, like many prominent and long serving members he was keen to continue to support
those he served with. He was able to do that through the ADAA, where he served as the inaugural President
of the Association. He was very active in the Association over many years and worked hard to lay the
foundation of what we have today. It goes directly to the quality of the man that he dedicated himself to his
family, country and his mates. He lived Army’s values of courage, initiative, respect and teamwork and he
will be sorely missed by all those who knew him.
The Association’s thoughts are with the family at this very difficult time, and we hope they can take some
comfort in the fact that John was an outstanding serviceman, highly respected by so many and whose
contribution to the nation was significant.
Brigadier Mick Ashleigh
Mick Ashleigh
Brigadier

Commander Australian Army Cadets
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Cheryl Blacklock
Cheryl Fay Blacklock was born in Parkes, NSW, on the 4h of August 1953. Her parents moved to the Parramatta
area sometime later and Cheryl went to a number of schools in the vicinity, finally moving to the Granville area
where she eventually met Trevor.
Cheryl started her working life with the PMG (the Post Master Generals department, forerunner of Telstra and
Australia Post) as a telephone operator in directory assistance. This must have been where she got her
grounding in helping people.
She was 16 and living in Granville, when she met an 18-year-old apprentice who worked not far from where
she lived. Trevor Blacklock was a young bloke, full of cheek and mischief and their meeting was the start of a
life-long commitment.
Cheryl and Trevor never married initially, with Cheryl often saying, “You don’t need a piece of paper to prove
you love someone”. They had two daughters, Donna was born in 1975 and Shelley was born in 1977 but
extended family made the family grow and everyone knew their door was always open.
Trevor joined 1/15 RNSWL at Parramatta in 1981 as a RAEME Mech
and transferred to 177 Air Dispatch Sqn in 1982. This must have been
the catalyst for Cheryl because she enlisted in the same unit, in 1983.
Between 1984 – 86, Cheryl worked as a Parking Police officer, this
coupled with her Family life and Army Reserve life, although she
didn’t know it, would toughened her for things to come.
CPL Blacklock (AKA Grumpy) was a very competent Pay Clerk at the
squadron in Silverwater with a former chief clerk admitting that
Cheryl was the best pay clerk he had ever worked with. This was
recognised when CPL Blacklock received an Australia Day
Achievements Awards medal in 1990. Cheryl and Trevor, as a team
was responsible for the bonding of many of the Ares members at the
Eggerton Street Social Club (The OR’s Mess) and many BBQ’s and
Christmas getaways at Gan Gan Camp were conducted due to the
hard-work of Cheryl and Trevor.
In the early ninetys, Cheryl’s health took a turn for the worst and in 1994, Cheryl was called for a double lung
transplant. To the doctors and nurses at St Vincent’s Hospital in Sydney, Cheryl was known as Patient 23, and
on 19 May 94, Cheryl received her new lungs from a donor family on the other side of the country. The lungs
Cheryl received gave her another 24 years of life and in her final days, it was recognised it was not her
transplanted lungs that caused to problem, it was other medical issues. In Cheryl’s Eulogy, a special mention
of thanks was again made to the donor family for giving Cheryl and her family those extra years together.
Unfortunately, due to the operation, Cheryl was discharged from the Ares that same year.
Cheryl and Trevor decided to marry, exactly one year after her transplant an on 19 May 95 Mr and Mrs
Blacklock celebrated another 22 years of marriage. She lived to see her Grandchildren, Trent, Caitlyn, Brittany
and Bryce grow into adults and was always the loving “Nan”.
“Rest Easy Cheryl, The Task is Completed”

Our condolences to all the families.

JUNE 2018

The Clipped Wings
CONTACT DETAILS
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

STATE REPRESENTATIVES

President:

Nick Nicolai
0407 942 904
president@adaa.net.au

Queensland

Kemm Baber
0418 732 380
qld@adaa.net.au

Vice President:

Anthony Eddie
0401 417 497
vicpres@adaa.net.au

New South Wales

Grant Foster
0413 190 541
nsw@adaa.net.au

Secretary:

Dick Filewood
0428 008 515
secretary@adaa.net.au

Victoria/Tasmania

Brian Hill
0428 132 098
vic@adaa.net.au

Assistant Secretary:

Lou Heidenreich
0427 702 419
asstsec@adaa.net.au

South Australia

Lou Heidenreich
0427 702 419
southaust@adaa.net.au

Treasurer:

Rob Ward
0481 320 547
treasurer@adaa.net.au

Western Australia

Edward Duffy
0407 999 472
westaust@adaa.net.au

Committee
Members:

Geoff Cutts
0418 384 807
comm01@adaa.net.au

Australian Capital Territory

Bruce Patterson
02 6236 9946
act@adaa.net.au

Grant Foster
0413 190 541
comm02@adaa.net.au

OTHER CONTACTS

Public Officer:

Ned Miller
0439 993 071
public.officer@adaa.net.au

Merchandise:

Rusty Towers
0407 954 297
merchandise@adaa.net.au

Patron:

Brigadier Mick Ashleigh

Clipped Wings Editor:

Andy Cornish
0407 213 241
clippedwings@adaa.net.au

Past Patron:

Major General David
Ferguson

Immediate Past President:

Gary Cole
07 4637 0518
pastpres@adaa.net.au

Honorary Auditor:

Linda Wright

Historian:

Vacant
historian@adaa.net.au

Membership Officer

TBA
membership@adaa.net.au
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